would become religion, if associations organized for the purpose of their maintenance should hold services there.
Hero-worship is a sort of religion. The government did not negate the religious activities of the shrines even when it did not regard the shrines as religion. The belief in Inari is an influential religion of the people which seemingly has nothing to do with the belief of the nation，but the upper part of that belief is connected with the belief of the nation and the lower part is related to the folk faith of the people. W. -Why do some shrines not join the Shrine Association ?
M. -Some shrines are members of the Shrine Association and others are not. The association does not have controlling power over the shrines and so is unable to compel the shrines to join it. There are two reasons why certain shrines refuse to join the association. One is a matter of feeling or emotion.
According to the regulations of the Shrine Association, the chief of the association is authorized at his discretion to appoint and dismiss the chief priests of the state and government shrines. This provision is not literally enforced, but such a clause gives rise to the feeling that the association authorities are bureaucratic or act importantly. The second reason is economic. Some shrines do not join the association because membership is accompanied by assessments.
The appointment and dismissal of priests are within the competence of the association, but the decision of the association is not everything. The appointment and dismissal are not to be simply decided, for the history and the will of the parishion ers and worshippers of the shrines have to be respected.
There exists a hereditary system in the priesthood and this tends to make shrines something like personal property and prevents progress by such shrines. In this connection change of personnel is sometimes necessary. A shrine may desire the transfer of a priest in order to have a change of atmosphere, because he has served one shrine for as long as 30 years.
There may be doubt if a priest, who has been serving Inari In the following year, 18bo, war dead of the government's army were enshrined. In 1879，the shrine changed its title to Yasukuni Jinja and was ranked as a Special Government Shrine ( Bekkaku Kampei-sha). Thus, suddenly the human souls were converted into spirits of the kami and the idea came into existence that those who sacrifice their lives for the Em peror were to be enshrined at the Yasukuni Shrine as kami. Plans have appeared to rename Gokoku Shrines or to dedicate them to cultural people, but these plans must be carefully con sidered. The rumour is afloat that a directive of SCAP has ordered the enshrinement of cultural people, but is it true ?
The kami of the Gokoku Shrines create self-respect in bereaved Hitherto there has been no freedom of study, and I myself have been very unhappy because it has been impossible for me to lay before the public the results of my thought. I am very glad that hereafter we shall not suffer from such suppression.
I am now writing a treatise on the three sacred treasures. I should like to make a careful study of the meaning of the mirror.
Concerning the future of Christianity in Japan, it is most necessary to adapt it to Japan. It is desired that in propagating Christianity careful consideration should be given to Japanese customs and manners.
